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Working together 

to shape the future



The GFCC was founded on the belief that sharing 
knowledge and best practices on competitiveness 
policies and strategies benefits all. In 2010, we held a 
simple conviction that remains true today: no nation, 
region, or community thrives in isolation. 
  
We saw leaders around the world working to strengthen their economies, drive 
innovation, and raise living standards—often confronting similar challenges, yet 
lacking a platform to seize new opportunities and learn from one another’s 
successes and setbacks.  
  
Today, we bring together leaders, industry organizations, private sector councils 
on competitiveness, government agencies, corporations, and universities within a 
trusted global network. This diversity is our greatest strength. 
  
In our collaborative environment, peers come together to co-create solutions and 
build long-lasting partnerships at a time when new challenges are constantly 
emerging and transformative technologies are reshaping economies and societies 
at unprecedented speed. 
  
Whether you are leader shaping policy, driving innovation, or seeking to boost 
sustainable growth at the national, regional, or local level, the GFCC is for you. 
  
We look forward to welcoming you to our global community.

Deborah L. Wince-Smith
President, Global Federation of 
Competitiveness Councils; President & 
CEO, Council on Competitiveness

Charles O. Holliday Jr.
Chairman, Global Federation of 
Competitiveness Councils



The GFCC is a global leadership network 
that places competitiveness at the center 
of sustainable growth strategies.

our

DNA
Societies are navigating a period of accelerated 
transformation. In this complex environment, leaders 
increasingly seek trusted peer-to-peer platforms where they 
can collaborate and build meaningful connections to innovate 
and advance local and national economies.



the

gfcc
We bring together leaders and organizations across sectors 
sectors committed to advancing productivity, sustainable 
growth, security, and prosperity for nations, regions, and 
communities

Through our platform, members connect, exchange best 
practices, and build strategic partnerships that enhance their 
capacity to create value.



connecting
Global leaders, 

Industry organizations, 

Private sector councils on 
Competitiveness,

Government agencies,

Global corporations,

& Universities

in 6 continents

GFCC fellows contribute their specialized knowledge to the 
community, play a crucial role in project development and 
strategic initiatives, and enrich the GFCC's global perspective 
with their diverse backgrounds. 

We host a range of events and knowledge-
intensive activities to facilitate access to 
shared learning and hands-on tools for real-
world transformation.

In addition to its members, the GFCC network includes a highly 
selective group of experts invited to participate as fellows.



What we 

offer

Networking
Connect with high-profile leaders from 
industry, government, academia and civil 
society worldwide in strategic conversations 
and knowledge exchange sessions, attend 
exclusive events and participate in 
workshops.

Co-creation
Engage and collaborate regularly with 
members and fellows to develop new content, 
projects, and initiatives.



Visibility
Gain access to investment and partnership 
opportunities, resources, and talent across 
geographies. Showcase your organization, 
region, or country through GFCC's events and 
initiatives.

Exclusive content
Get first-hand and direct access to curated 
knowledge, relevant cases, data, insights and 
opportunities provided by experts on the 
ground in different nations.

Expert advice
Seek guidance from GFCC fellows, our team, 
and a network of experts to drive your 
competitiveness strategies foward. 

*Expert advice comes on top of the membership, 
with fees set by the scope of the assignment.



What members say about the GFCC

“Successful partnerships 
depend on creating a network 
of trustworthy partners and 
cherishing connections with 
multiple stakeholders. That's 
what the GFCC provides.”

Prof. Isabel Capeloa Gil 
Rector, Universidade Catolica 
Portuguesa 
Portugal

”The GFCC is a dynamic leadership 
network which encourages shared 
best practice, while respecting 
protection of proprietary 
interests; enabling comparisons; 
demonstrating resilience and 
positivity; highlighting 
improvements; and expanding 
productivity and prosperity.”

Charles Kiefel AM
Chairman and Co-Founder, 
Australian Advisory Board on 
Competitiveness

Vice-chair GFCC
Australia



”GFCC continues to set the 
international benchmark for 
excellence in strategic 
cooperation between nations and 
organizations to escalate 
competitive abilities through 
enhanced technological and 
economic initiatives.”

Tan Sri Dr Ahmad Tajuddin 
Ali FASc
Joint-Chairman (Industry) 

Malaysian Industry Government 
Group for High Technology (MIGHT)

Malaysia

”The GFCC provides a vital 
platform for sharing global best 
practices and engaging in crucial 
networking opportunities on one 
of the most consequential issues 
influencing a country’s economic 
engine: competitiveness. The 
Delphi Economic Forum is proud 
to be a member at the GFCC.” Symeon G. Tsomokos 

Founder & President,  Delphi 
Economic Forum 
Greece



”The GFCC coalesces top 
universities worldwide, 
fostering a collaborative 
consortium to share best 
practices, unlock global 
competitiveness insights and 
drive economic growth.”

Prof. Pradeep K. Khosla 
Chancellor, University of 
California San Diego
United States

”Participating in the GFCC allows 
members to regularly interact 
with some of the most innovative 
and visionary leaders worldwide. 
These connections not only 
strengthen our work across 
sectors such as health care, 
artificial intelligence and 
technology, but also bring global 
perspectives and partnerships to 
the local level, including right here 
in Pittsburgh.”

Chancellor Joan Gabel
Chancellor, University of 
Pittsburgh 

United States



Expand your capacity to 
drive real-world impact
Join our & activitiesflagship initiatives 

Held annually in a different country and co-hosted with a member organization since 2010, 
the GIS offers an exclusive platform for high-level networking, knowledge exchange, and 
strategic dialogue in a selected, high-level multistakeholder environment.

We host a diverse portfolio of events and initiatives. Our conversations delve deeply into 
future skills, transformational technology projects, crisis preparedness and resilience, 
placemaking
innovation, competitiveness measurement, and other pressing priorities 
influencing
economies and societies.

One of our flagship events is the Global Innovation Summit (GIS), a 
premier gathering of C-suite leaders from diverse sectors that 
provides an exceptional inside view into the key issues shaping 
competitiveness strategies.



Through case studies and concept development, the URLF 
creates actionable knowledge and strategies to help 
universities and research institutions lead transformative 
change in a rapidly evolving global landscape.

The University and Research Leadership Forum  (URLF)  is another cornerstone of our 
work—a dynamic hub for thought leaders to collaborate, explore trends and strategies to 
reshape the future of higher education.

Leadership matters.
Your leadership matters. 



Membership
Albania
Albanian Council on Competitiveness and 
Innovation

Australia
Adelaide University

Australian Advisory Board on 
Competitiveness

Monash University

The Principals Funds Management PTY 
LTD

Western Sydney University

Brazil
Brazilian National Confederation of 
Industries (CNI)

Bulgaria
Glavbolgarstroy Holding AD

Canada
Sandra Duxbury

Greece
Council on Competitiveness of Greece— 
CompeteGR

Delphi Economic Forum

Piraeus Bank

Japan
Japan Science and Technology Agency

Tsukuba Global Innovation Promotion 
Agency (TGI)

Kazakhstan
Center for Research & Consulting LLC

Kazakhstan Growth Forum

Malaysia
Malaysian Industry-Government Group

for High Technology (MIGHT)

Universiti Teknologi Petronas

New Zealand
Auckland University of Technology

University of Auckland

Oman
National Competitiveness Office

Portugal
Universidade Católica Portuguesa

Romania
Bucharest University of Economic 
Studies

Saudi Arabia
Ministry of Investment for Saudi Arabia 
(MISA)

UK
Centre for Competitiveness

Aston University

Harper Adams University

Queen’s University Belfast

Ukraine
Kyiv National Economic University named 
after Vadym Hetman

USA
Arizona State University

Council on Competitiveness

Georgetown University

Lockheed Martin Corporation

University of California San Diego

University of Illinois

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

University of Pittsburgh

University of South Carolina

Vanderbilt University

Whitecap Investments LLC

Zimbabwe
National Competitiveness Commission



GFCC fellows
Distinguished Fellows
Amr Al-Dabbagh

Prince Saud bin Khalid Al-
Faisal

Ahmad Tajuddin Ali

Hiroshi Amano

John Anderson

Spyros Artavanis-
Tsakonas

C. Derek Campbell

Nathalie Cely

Athina Chatzipetrou

Lee Yee Cheong

Luciano Coutinho

Petros G. Doukas

Alexander Downer

Luis Fernandes

Hippolyte Fofack

Claudio Vilar Furtado

Nika Gilauri

Yanos Gramatidis

Michinari Hamaguchi

Zakri Abdul Hamid

Karen Holbrook

Jerry Hultin

Greg Hunt

Carole Hyatt

João A. H. da Jornada

Charles Kiefel

Stephen Kingon

Ashwani Kumar

Tae-Shin Kwon

Joan MacNaughton

Christos Megalou

Peter Meyers

Jan Mládek

Liam Nellis

Hiro NishiguchiLucas 
Papademos

Richard Parker

Emmanuel Pohl

Frank-Jürgen Richter

Laura Sandys

Lori Schmidt

Jack Sim

Arthur Sinodinos

Rogerio Studart

Yusoff Sulaiman

Manuel Trajtenberg

Gregory F. Treverton

Pete Worden

Kandeh Yumkella

Senior Fellows
Edward D. Agne

Chris Allen

Rehan Chaudhri

Fred T. Davies

Margareta Drzeniek

Mark Esposito

Marcelo Augusto de 
Felippes

Dionisio Garcia

Banning Garrett

Deborah Gordon

Kwanza Hall

Greg Horowitt

Elisa Jagerson

Nkem Khumbah

Susan McCalmont

James Metson

Mark Minevich

Michael Nelson

Peter Smith

Ted Zoller

GFCC Team
Charles O. Holliday Jr. Chairman

Charles Kiefel AM Vice-Chair

Deborah L. Wince-Smith President

Roberto Alvarez Executive Director and Secretary to the Board

Chad Evans Treasurer

Simone Melo Communications and Research Manager

Elaine Rodriguez Director of Operations

Renata Tavares Membership Engagement Manager



Join our global community
Augment your capacity to create a lasting impact.

Contact us to set up a call:
info@thegfcc.org

www.thegfcc.org

Address:

900 17th Street NW, Suite 700, Washington, 
D.C. 20006

Follow us:

thegfcc

thegfcc

thegfcc_


thegfcc

@thegfcc

https://www.thegfcc.org
https://x.com/thegfcc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thegfcc/
https://www.instagram.com/thegfcc_
https://www.facebook.com/thegfcc
https://www.youtube.com/GlobalFederationofCompetitivenessCouncils

